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Unit 03, Class 19

The Rise of Total Rule
Purpose: What price do you pay for 
an orderly society?worldHistory20
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Part One: Totalitarian Rule
Chart:  In group, complete the large chart.  After class review, place the correct information in the chart.
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Part Two: Classwork
After reading the assigned sections, complete the tasks that follow.
 Fascism in Italy, pp. 757-7760

1. What economic and political problems did Italy face? 

2. Was Mussolini’s rise to power democratic?  Explain.

3. What are the characteristics of fascism?

 1.

 2.

 3.

4. What are the characteristics of totalitarianism?

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

 5.

 6.
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Part Three: Mussolini and Fascism
Part One: Aesop’s Fable
Read the excerpt below.  What is the main idea?

The Bundle of Sticks
An old man on the point of death sum-
moned his sons around him to give them 
some parting advice. He ordered his ser-
vants to bring in a faggot of sticks, and 
said to his eldest son: “Break it.” 

The son strained and strained, but with 
all his efforts was unable to break the 
Bundle. The other sons also tried, but 
none of them was successful. 

“Untie the faggots,” said the father, 
“and each of you take a stick.” 
When they had done so, he called 
out to them: “Now, break,” and 
each stick was easily broken. 

“You see my meaning,” said their father.

Main Idea:



336

Part Two: the fasces
Definition:

a bound bundle of wooden rods, sometimes including an 
axe with its blade emerging. The fasces had its origin in the 
Etruscan civilization, and was passed on to ancient Rome, 
where it symbolized a magistrate’s power and jurisdiction. The
image has survived as a representation of magisterial power. A 
secondary meaning of the bundling of sticks may have been 
“strength through unity”.

What does the bundle of sticks mean?  What does the axe represent?  Is this a symbol of democracy?

Part Three: The fasces in America
Examine the location of these fasces.  Do they represent the idea of power or strength through unity?:
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Part Three: Mussolini and Fascism
Part One: Mussolini Propaganda
Examine the pictures below.  What are the ideas being presented about Mussolini? About his ideas?
           Summarize your ideas
           on the next page.
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Summarize your interpretation of Mussolini here.

Part Two: Mussolini in video
Take notes on the ideas presented about Mussolini

Which presentation of Mussolini is more accurate?


